
COVID-19 vaccination update 
 
The links, documents and information in this update were correct as of 2pm 
on Thursday 3 December 2020 
 
We have now had confirmation that the first deliveries of the Pfizer vaccine 
will be coming next week. As mentioned previously, initially these will only be 
able to be delivered to hospital ‘hubs’ due to the nature of the vaccine and its 
current transportation and storage requirements. One of the hubs will be 
hosted by Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust (LTHT).  
 
For West Yorkshire, the regional programme group requested deliveries to 
one hospital hub in each place. We have been told by NHS England that they 
have allocated the first deliveries to LTHT next week and Bradford Teaching 
Hospitals NHS Trust the following week. Further deliveries have not yet been 
confirmed. The MHRA is currently working with Pfizer to assess the safety of 
splitting the packs of 975 doses that the vaccine currently comes in and if this 
is approved it will mean that the vaccine will be able to be delivered from a 
wider number of locations shortly, including additional hospital hubs and 
primary care network sites. 
 
In addition, The Joint Committee on Vaccinations and Immunisations (JCVI) 
has published its final advice for the priority groups to receive the vaccine. 
This recommends that the first vaccines should be offered to care home 
residents and staff, people over 80 and frontline health and social care 
workers.  
 
We will only receive a limited number of vaccine doses in the first delivery and 
will need to plan carefully to make sure this is offered to those most at risk 
from Covid-19 and staff across the city.  
 
In Leeds we are working together to identify frontline health and social care 
staff who we will prioritise for the vaccine next week. Our initial invite will be to 
a small number of frontline health and social care staff from Adult Social Care 
(Leeds), Leeds and York Partnership NHS Foundation Trust, Leeds 
Community Healthcare NHS Trust, Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust and 
colleagues working in care homes. For next week’s initial vaccine roll out we 
will look to invite those who are clinically extremely vulnerable (staff who 
would have been subject to the shielding advice issued earlier this year). 
Further guidance is due on the priority groups of health and care staff from the 
national chief medical officers today, we will share this as soon as possible.  
 
We are also looking at how we can offer the vaccine to as many people aged 
80 and over as possible from the hospital hubs, although expect this to be 
limited to start with. The JCVI acknowledges that logistical issues are likely to 
mean the Pfizer vaccine will not be able to be offered to care home residents 
immediately but we are working with local authority partners to look at how we 
can vaccinate care home workers at the hospital hubs. 
 
Colleagues invited for the vaccine will need to attend the vaccination centre at 
St James’ University Hospital. We will provide further details on booking an 
appointment and information on accessing the site. Please note we are still 
looking to secure a city centre site for our vaccination programme in Leeds.  



 
We are also very conscious that both staff and patients need full details on the 
vaccine so that they can make an informed choice about having it. This is 
being produced by Public Health England, in conjunction with Pfizer - we are 
told it will be available on Friday (4 December) and will share this with you as 
soon as it is released. In the meantime, you may find the information sources 
below of some help, in addition to those sent in the last update. 
 
 

 Statement from the MHRA about the approval of the Pfizer vaccine 
 

 The draft chapter of the Green Book for COVID-19 has now been 
published and is also available on the main green book page. This 
information is in the public domain, however please note it is subject 
to any MHRA approvals 
 

 Information for healthcare professionals [attached as PDF] 
 

 Final advice from the JCVI [attached as PDF] 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-medicines-regulator-gives-approval-for-first-uk-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-the-green-book-chapter-14a
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-book
https://71633548c5390f9d8a76-11ea5efadf29c8f7bdcc6a216b02560a.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/content/uploads/2020/12/Information_for_Healthcare_Professionals_on_Pfizer_BioNTech_COVID-19_vac....pdf
https://71633548c5390f9d8a76-11ea5efadf29c8f7bdcc6a216b02560a.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/content/uploads/2020/12/JCVI-final-advice-2.12.20.pdf

