
Anticipatory / End of Life Medicines 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO ACCESS ANTICIPATORY MEDICINES IN THE USUAL WAY 

The CCG medicines teams have received several queries regarding supplies of anticipatory 

drugs for use in End of Life (EoL) care in the community. 

Community pharmacies generally hold small stocks of these drugs and can order from 

wholesalers for daily delivery .  A number of pharmacies in Leeds are commissioned by 

NHS England to hold larger stocks which are available for more urgent need.   

A list of these pharmacies is available on Leeds Health Pathways here (NHS access only). 

Out of hours, normal arrangements still exist.   LCD holds stocks of these drugs which they 

can use if called to see a patient. 

Please remember that many of the drugs used for EoL care are also used in the intensive 

care setting.  It is vitally important that supplies are controlled so all areas have access to 

them.  For secondary care many of these drugs are being controlled nationally and allocated 

based on stock levels and need.  It is therefore essential that primary care also manages its 

stocks to reflect this.  If we do this we have a much better chance of stock being available 

for all patients when they need it.  If hospitals or primary care settings stockpile these 

medicines, then shortages will occur and patient care will suffer. 

At the time of writing, it is not legal for care homes to maintain stocks of these medicines.  

The legislation around this is being looked at nationally and may well be relaxed, but until 

this happens, we cannot allow stocks to be held in care homes.   We will, of course, inform 

practices immediately if this changes. 

Please refer to: https://leedspalliativecare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/LPCN-Managing-

Common-End-of-Life-Symptoms-in-Community-Patients-with-COVID-19.pdf  

and/or  

if stock shortages: https://leedspalliativecare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/LPCN-Additional-

symptom-management-guidance-V3.pdf  

For clinical guidance including on-call advice see https://71633548c5390f9d8a76-

11ea5efadf29c8f7bdcc6a216b02560a.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/content/uploads/2020/04/20200406_CO

VID_pallativecare_A5_v3.pdf 
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