
Coronavirus primary care 3pm briefing: service updates and 
advance planning 
 
Information correct as at 2.45pm on Tuesday 24 March 2020 
 
Every day sees new announcements from the Government quickly  followed by changes to 
guidance that the health and care system needs to get up to speed with. In today’s edition we’ve 
tried to summarise some key local operational issues. We’ll provide further updates on vulnerable 
patients later this week, tomorrow’s focus will be on an important update from Leeds Teaching 
Hospitals NHS Trust 
 
The webpage that has links to locally developed resources as well as linking through to national 
guidance is now live www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/about/covid-19-primary-care/. This means you no longer 
need a password to access the resources.  
 
There’s more work going on behind the scenes to add more resources including a collection of useful 
links with thanks to a number of colleagues for sending these through including Dr Sarah Forbes, Dr 
Martin Sutcliffe and Dr Simon Hall. 
 
I’m sure many of you will be worried about the impact the latest restrictions on movement – social 
distancing and shielding – will have on the health and wellbeing of your patients. I wanted us all to 
be mindful of the impact this will have on us too. Sadly we’ve now recorded our first COVID-19 
related death in Leeds and we have to expect numbers will escalate. This could well be patients that 
you care for and have done so for a number of years. This will no doubt have an impact on you and 
your teams. We have pulled together useful links to some resources to help you and your teams stay 
as well as possible.  
 
I think last night’s announcement for the Prime Minister shows how serious this situation is, we 
hope this creates the behaviour change we need. In the meantime please look after yourselves and 
your colleagues.   
 
Dr Simon Stockill 
Medical Director, NHS Leeds CCG 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Live video conference/webinar – 25 March 2020 1pm-2pm 
The event will be hosted by Dr Simon Stockill,  Medical Director, NHS Leeds CCG.  The panel will 
include: 

 Dr Kev Smith, Deputy Director, Healthcare, Yorkshire & Humber Centre, Public Health 
England 

 Dr Eileen Burns, Consultant in Care of the Elderly, Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust 

 Dr Steve Bush, Consultant in Emergency Medicine, Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust 
 
You’ll need to access the video conference online (link available from 12.45pm), using this password 
pcLiveConf325. Please email through your questions to: leedsccg.target@nhs.net  For those unable 
to join we’ll provide a link to the recording.  
 

NHS England daily covid-19 primary care bulletin  
NHS England is now issuing a daily bulletin for primary care. Here’s a link to the latest edition – you 
can keep updated on future editions by following We Are Primary Care on Twitter.  

http://www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/about/covid-19-primary-care/
https://www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/about/covid-19-primary-care/useful-links-nhs-offers-and-discounts/
https://www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/about/covid-19-primary-care/useful-links-nhs-offers-and-discounts/
https://iframe.streamingasaservice.com/b/150676/c/527566
mailto:leedsccg.target@nhs.net
https://generalpracticebulletin.cmail19.com/t/ViewEmail/d/38CC8B6F7DD165222540EF23F30FEDED/D9A1CB1D89EB5A09A7F290B8E8FDC6A0
https://twitter.com/primarycarenhs


 

Further PPE updates – links updated 
NHS England has apologised that the links we shared in yesterday’s bulletin stopped working. 
They’ve now rectified this issue so the donning and doffing of PPE posters are available again. 
 
Resuscitation update - PPE 
The Resuscitation Council has issued a statement on COVID-19 in relation to CPR and resuscitation in 
first aid and community settings. Dr Eileen Burns, Consultant in Care of the Elderly, Leeds Teaching 
Hospitals NHS Trust has shared this and would like to highlight the key points: 

 Don’t get close to check for breaths 

 Don’t do mouth to mouth or rescue breaths  

 OK to do chest compressions   

Evidenced based remote assessment of breathlessness  
Dr Nicola Hambridge from the LMC has shared this guidance and video that colleagues may find 
useful for remote assessment of patients experiencing breathlessness.  
 

Local updates 
 

Daily SitRep (Situation Reporting) by GP Practices 
We want to support our GP practices and to monitor pressures affecting services and impacting on 
patient care. To help with this the CCG and Leeds GP Confed are working together to develop a 
system to collect a daily SitRep from our practices.  
 
The team have worked to streamline this process and make it easier for you. The resources are 
available on our website.  Confederation colleagues aligned to you will work with you to help. Keep 
an eye out for an email with further information. 
 

IT update - laptops 
IT and primary care teams are continuing to deploy new loan laptops but if you have existing laptops 
that do not work when away from your practice, please email leedsccg.gpit@nhs.net  
Update on remote working with own devices a solution is being piloted today (24th March) which 
we will share with practices as soon as possible. 
 

Closure of branch practices  
Patient communications resources are now available online please use these when communicating 
changes. If you need information tailoring to your practice please email: Leedsccg.comms@nhs.net  
 

Cancelled: members meeting 13 May  
Due to the ongoing situation we have  cancelled the Members meeting planned for 13 May 2020. 
 

Easy read coronavirus leaflet 
Public Health England has developed an easy read leaflet which we’ve further amended so that the 
website addresses are spelt out. Feel free to print and share with patients/patient groups. 

 
Keep in touch with us  
 

Communications support 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/primary-care/infection-control/
https://www.resus.org.uk/media/statements/resuscitation-council-uk-statements-on-covid-19-coronavirus-cpr-and-resuscitation/covid-community/
https://www.resus.org.uk/media/statements/resuscitation-council-uk-statements-on-covid-19-coronavirus-cpr-and-resuscitation/covid-community/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/clc.22586
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-A1qX4_ns0
https://www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/about/covid-19-primary-care/resources-for-professionals/
mailto:leedsccg.gpit@nhs.net
https://www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/about/covid-19-primary-care/communication-resources/
https://www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/about/covid-19-primary-care/communication-resources/
mailto:Leedsccg.comms@nhs.net
https://71633548c5390f9d8a76-11ea5efadf29c8f7bdcc6a216b02560a.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/content/uploads/2020/03/20200324_Covid19-EASYREAD_1.pdf


If you receive any media queries or need help with developing any patient-facing resources please 
contact our communications team. You can contact the team on 0113 84 35529 or 
Leedsccg.comms@nhs.net  
 

Frequently asked questions 
We’d very much like to work with colleagues in primary care to answer any questions you may have. 
Please email your questions through to: leedsccg.primarycare@nhs.net  
 
 

mailto:Leedsccg.comms@nhs.net
mailto:leedsccg.primarycare@nhs.net

