
Service updates - correct as of Friday 27 March 2020 

Pathology services 

Due to changes in primary care including the need for some GP practice closures as well as 

a significant reduction in pathology samples from GP practices, Leeds Teaching Hospitals 

will reduce the number of pathology collections to just one a day from Monday 30th March. A 

revised collection schedule will be issued to practices shortly 

If you miss the daily collection from Monday, and a sample is very urgent, please consider 

the use of a taxi, via ‘Wheels private hire’. Their number is 0113 249 9999. NHS Leeds CCG 

has an account with this company, and should only be used for absolute urgent pathology 

collections. 

Leeds Oral Anticoagulant Service is still running 

The Leeds Oral Anticoagulant Service (LOAS)  is continuing to run its warfarin clinics in the 

community, as normal.  Clinic numbers are being reduced (by 50-75% depending on the 

site) to enable social distancing.  INRs will be tested and if the patients INR is < 5 they will 

go home and receive dosing advice in the post. INRs 5 or more will be dealt with 

immediately by a nurse in the clinic and vitamin K given to anyone with an INR 8 or more. 

Anyone self-isolating is advised not to attend and to phone to re-arrange their appointment. 

The home visit service will continue and all patients are contacted prior to the visit to ensure 

they do not have symptoms. 

If any of the community clinic arrangements change, primary care will be informed 

immediately. 

You may have seen of the guidance published today entitled “Guidance for the safe 

switching of  warfarin to direct oral anticoagulants (DOACs) for patients with non-

valvular AF and venous thromboembolism (DVT / PE) during the coronavirus 

pandemic”.   

A co-ordinated response will come from the Anticogulant Clinic and partners early next 

week.  In the meantime, if you wish to start switching patients please do so and please 

ensure the Anticoagulant Clinic is informed. 

Mental Health Medicines Optimisation Liaison Service 

During the COVID 19 outbreak there may be an increase in demand for mental health 

support from patients. Please contact the team for support about any mental health 

medication enquiries. 

Leeds Community Healthcare NHS Trust library services 

The library team are working from home, providing all usual services, with the exception of 

sending out physical books. If you need any help, please email library.enquiries@nhs.net 

Third sector organisations and groups 

Forum Central has put together this central log of service updates (correct as at 25 March). 
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