
 

 

NHS Leeds PPG Network  
Support Group Meeting 
 

Meeting 1 - Wednesday 31
st
 January 2018, 6pm – 8pm 

NHS Leeds CCG Partnership, WIRA House, LS16 6EB 

 

Background 

The first meeting of the NHS Leeds Patient Participation Group (PPG) Network 

Support Group took place at the end of January. The Leeds PPG Network has been 

created in response to patients and PPG members stating they would like a more 

standardised approach to PPGs across Leeds.  

A citywide PPG event was held in October 2017 where the idea was presented. It 

was decided to take forward the concept of the Leeds PPG Network; a linked up way 

to support the development and ongoing provision of PPGs in Leeds.  It was 

discussed that this network would be supported by an NHS Leeds PPG Network 

Support Group. The aim of the group is to discuss PPGs in various contexts and 

offer each other support, whilst developing new initiatives and supporting 

engagement opportunities for PPGs. 

The Leeds PPG Network and support group will be supported by the NHS Leeds 

CCG Partnership. 

Notes from the meeting 

Attendees: There were 26 people in attendance at the first Leeds PPG Network 

Support Group meeting. This included patients, PPG members and NHS Leeds 

Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) Partnership staff. Apologies were received 

from two attendees. 

After introductions and ground rules were discussed, the meeting began with a look 

at some background and current status of PPGs in Leeds. This information was 

discussed previously at the 1st Annual Citywide PPG Event (click to find out more). 

 CCGs are legally required, under the Health and Social Care Act 2012 to 

enable patients and carers to participate in all aspects about their care and 

treatment as well as involving the public in the full commissioning process 

itself. 

 There are 104 GP practices in Leeds.  

o An audit carried out on GP’s PPG provision gave us the status that 

only one of that 104 do not currently have a PPG. 

https://www.leedswestccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/we-need-your-views/patient-participation-groups-ppgs-1st-annual-leeds-citywide-ppg-event-2017/


 

 

o Membership varies between practices, from 0 to 300. 

o Four practices say they only have a virtual group. 

o Some practices claim to have an ‘active’ PPG but haven’t met since 

March 2015. 

o A lot of PPGs do not publish their minutes on the practice website.  

 GPs must do an annual declaration to state they are meeting their contractual 

obligations. Two of these related to PPGs directly: 

o 5G - “The practice can evidence that they have engaged with their 

PPG throughout the year and make available such feedback to the 

practice population including actions and reports including where they 

have acted on suggestions for improvements.” 

o 5H - “The practice is able to show that the PPG is properly 

representative of its practice population or that it has made and 

continues to make efforts to ensure it is representative of its local 

population.” 

It was discussed among the group that although these statistics are promising, work 

is needed to bring a level of consistency across Leeds. The group agreed that there 

should be a minimum set of expectations for PPGs, guidelines, for example: 

 Meetings regularly (i.e. minimum of every six months). 

 Documented minutes that are publicly available (on the practice website). 

 Regular recruitment drives using different mediums, not just putting up a 

poster in the practice (MJOG text messaging, emails etc.). Advertising outside 

of the practice (community centres, public noticeboards etc.). 

Function of the group 

The group spent some time discussing the functional purposes of the group. 

Querying levels of attendance, location of meetings, communications, chairs etc. It 

was noted that the group will evolve and adapt to meet the needs of the PPG 

Network, meaning that the group needs to be fluid. 

The group were presented with a draft example of a Terms of Reference, modelled 

on a more formal meeting. It was suggested that this will change considerably to be 

less formalised but might be a good starting point to think about particulars. 

Discussions and suggestions for how to move forward with the group will be taken 

into account to help inform how future meetings might work.  
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The group were shown an example of how the structure and information flow of the 

PPG Network might work. 

 Every practice will have a PPG (bottom row) 

 Each locality/neighbourhood (to be decided) will have a locality PPG that 

meets regularly to discuss locality wide type issues/topics. 

 The Leeds PPG Network Support Group will meet to support both the locality 

groups and PPGs in the form of peer support, project/resource development 

and communication and PPG to PPG support/sharing good practice.  

 The PPG Network as a whole (individual, locality and support group) will feed 

into the CCG, other partners and bodies (such as the Patient Assurance 

Group).  

#NHS70 

The group was briefed about an upcoming project that is felt would be great for 

PPGs to get involved with. 

On 5th July 2018, the NHS will be turning 70 years old. To celebrate the CCG are 

keen to get people celebrating. There will be a NHS 70 video developed by the 

Leeds CCG Partnership. There will also be the NHS Big7Tea, a coffee morning that 

people are being encouraged to get involved in, in their local communities. It was 



 

 

discussed that PPGs are perfectly placed to get involved in the NHS Big7Tea coffee 

mornings.  

The group was asked to think about how they might promote it and get PPGs 

involved in raising awareness and celebrating the NHS turning 70. NHS England are 

developing a toolkit and branding pack that will be available in March for people to 

access. The CCG confirmed it will share this pack once it is available. 

 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 27th March 2018 (The Old Fire Station, 

Gipton (LS9 6NL) between 6pm – 8pm) 


